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Abstract 

The Horn of Africa has been a strategic geopolitical region for many centuries.  It’s geographic 

location on the Red Sea trade route, and its status as a gateway for Africa via inland trade 

routes, make it of strategic importance for Western and Eastern powers, as well as its 

neighbors.  It is also a region that is known for its volatile political history.  Since the Ethio-

Eritrea war of 1998 and the disintegration of the Somali state (among other events), the Horn 

of Africa has been mostly under hostile conditions until recently. At the same time, several 

countries have established military bases in Djibouti, and Ethiopia now hosts several important 

diplomatic missions, including the African Union, and UNECA. Now, following the 2018 political 

change in Ethiopia, the region is revitalizing its diplomatic relations and integration, and 

maintaining development ties such as on infrastructure. China is a key partner in to the regional 

transformation, especially for infrastructure.  China’s Belt and Road Initiative is expected to 

have a significant role in Ethiopia’s efforts to ensure low carbon economy – though it is unclear 

whether the impacts will align with Ethiopia’s low carbon goals. This paper, using a political-

economy perspective, is intended to explore the regional transformation, and what implications 

the Belt and Road would have to the low carbon economic transition in the region. It would be 

carried out with data from secondary sources and interviews with regional offices as well as 

experts. The outcome of the study is expected to add value to the literature on regional 

political economy of Africa, and of low carbon transitions in developing countries.  
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